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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-18 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-8, 10-11, 13-14 and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Shirai et al (Shirai) (US 2001/0042093 A1) in view of Brais 
et al. (Brais) (US 5,995,936). 

Regarding claim 1 , Shirai teaches information transmission apparatus (Fig. 3) 
comprising: 

a file select means for selecting a file (page 1 paragraph 6); and 
transmission information creation means for creating transmission information 
for transmitting information of a predetermined file selected by said file select means to 
a predetermined partner, wherein said transmission information is created when said 
predetermined file is selected in a batch operation when said predetermined operation 
is executed (e.g., see page 4 paragraph 76 and page 6 paragraph 116). 
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Shirai does not explicitly teach a camera control means, a microphone, a 
generating means and a memory means as claimed. 
Brais teaches: 

a camera for taking a picture (col. 12 lines 31-53); 

a camera control means for controlling said camera to take picture when a first 
predetermined operation for changing from a first state to a second state is executed 
(col. 12 lines 41-50); 

a microphone configured to recognize a voice (col. 10 lines 39-41); 

a generating means for generating at least one of words or sentences 
corresponding to the recognized voice when said first predetermined operation is in said 
second state (col. 9 lines 18-30); 

a memory means for storing said picture and said at least one of words or 
sentences as a file of said picture (col. 5 lines 28-29 and 65-67), said at least one of 
words or sentences being stored at a predetermined position in the file of said picture 
(col. 6 lines 3-5, and col. 11 lines 15-35 and lines 42-44 and col. 13 lines 8-34). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have utilized the a camera control means, a microphone, a 
generating means and a memory means of Brais in the information transmission system 
of Shirai because such means would enable voice information and image information to 
be automatically assembled into a file, thereby increasing the system flexibility (Brais, 
col. 5 lines 17-20). 
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Regarding claim 2, Shirai-Brais teaches transmission information is an electronic 
mail (e.g., Shirai, page 2 paragraph 23). 

Regarding claim 4, a method of claim 4 has a corresponding apparatus of claim 
1 ; therefore, claim 4 is rejected under the same rationale as applied to claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 5, Shirai-Brais teaches transmission information is an electronic 
mail (e.g., Shirai, page 2 paragraph 23). 

Regarding claim 7, a program storage medium for storing a program to be 
executed by an information transmission apparatus of claim 7 has a correspondent 
apparatus of claim 1; therefore, claim 7 is rejected under the same rationale as applied 
to claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 8, Shirai-Brais teaches transmission information is an electronic 
mail (e.g., Shirai, page 2 paragraph 23). 

Regarding claim 10, Shirai teaches a transmission apparatus (Fig. 3) 
comprising: 

a file select means for selecting a file (page 1 paragraph 6); and 
transmission information creation means for creating transmission information for 
transmitting information of a predetermined file selected by said file select means to a 
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predetermined partner, wherein said transmission information is created when said 
predetermined file is selected in a batch operation when said predetermined operation 
is executed (e.g., see page 6 paragraph 116). 

Shirai does not explicitly teach a camera control means, a microphone, a 
generating means and a memory means as claimed. 

Brais teaches: 

a camera for taking a picture (col. 12 lines 31-53); 

a camera control means for controlling said camera to take picture when a first 
predetermined operation for changing from a first state to a second state is executed 
(col. 12 lines 41-50); 

a microphone configured to recognize a voice (col. 10 lines 39-41); 

a generating means for generating at least one of words or sentences 
corresponding to the recognized voice when said first predetermined operation is in said 
second state (col. 9 lines 18-30); 

a memory means for storing said picture and said at least one of words or 
sentences as a file of said picture (col. 5 lines 28-29), aid at least one of words or 
sentences being stored at a predetermined position in the file of said picture (col. 6 lines 
3-5, and col. 11 lines 15-35 and lines 42-44 and col. 13 lines 8-34). 

Brais further teaches a digital camera (col. 7 lines 63). It will be recognized by 
those of skill in the art that the digital camera includes means for activating a still-picture 
viewing program in which a still picture is viewed in a window on a display of the digital 
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camera in order to allow user to review and delete unwanted pictures, and thereby 
increasing available memory for taking picture(s). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have utilized the a camera control means, a microphone, a 
generating means and a memory means of Brais in the information transmission system 
of Shirai because such means would enable voice information and image information to 
be automatically assembled into a file, thereby increasing the system flexibility (Brais, 
col. 5 lines 17-20). 

Regarding claim 11, Shirai-Brais teaches transmission information is an 
electronic mail (e.g., Shirai, page 2 paragraph 23). 

Regarding claim 13, a method of claim 13 has a corresponding apparatus of 
claim 1 1 ; therefore, claim 13 is rejected under the same rationale as applied to claim 1 1 . 

Regarding claim 14, Shirai-Brais teaches transmission information is an 
electronic mail (e.g., Shirai, page 2 paragraph 23). 

Regarding claim 16, a program storage medium for storing a program to be 
executed by an information transmission apparatus of claim 16 has a correspondent 
apparatus of claim 10; therefore, claim 16 is rejected under the same rationale as 
applied to claim 10. 
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Regarding claim 17, Shirai-Brais teaches transmission information is an 
electronic mail (e.g., Shirai, page 2 paragraph 23). 

2. Claims 3, 6, 9, 12, 15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shirai in view of Brais in further view of Watanabe et al. (Watanabe) 
(US 2003/0115277 A1). 

Regarding claim 3, Shirai-Brais does not explicitly teach transmission information 
as claimed. 

Watanabe teaches transmission information is created so that said at least one 
of words or sentences constitutes a text and picture information constitutes an attached 
file (e.g., see page 4 paragraph 70). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have utilized the transmission 
information of Watanabe in the process of generating transmission information of Shirai- 
Brais because such transmission information would allow an electronic mail with an 
image attached thereto to be transmitted so that exchange of images via electronic mail 
can be carried out easily and at low cost (Watanabe, page 1 paragraph 10). 

Regarding claim 6, Shirai-Brais does not explicitly teach transmission information 
as claimed. 
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Watanabe teaches transmission information is created so that said at least one 
or words or sentences constitutes a text and picture information constitutes an attached 
file (e.g., see page 4 paragraph 70). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have utilized the transmission 
information of Watanabe in the process of generating transmission information of Shirai- 
Brais because such transmission information would allow an electronic mail with an 
image attached thereto to be transmitted so that exchange of images via electronic mail 
can be carried out easily and at low cost (Watanabe, page 1 paragraph 10). 

Regarding claim 9, Shirai-Brais does not explicitly teach transmission information 
as claimed. 

Watanabe teaches transmission information is created so that said at least one 
of words or sentences constitutes a text and picture information constitutes an attached 
file (e.g., see page 4 paragraph 70). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have utilized the transmission 
information of Watanabe in the process of generating transmission information of Shirai- 
Brais because such transmission information would allow an electronic mail with an 
image attached thereto to be transmitted so that exchange of images via electronic mail 
can be carried out easily and at low cost (Watanabe, page 1 paragraph 10). 

Regarding claim 12, Shirai-Brais does not explicitly teach transmission 
information as claimed. 
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Watanabe teaches transmission information is created so that said at least one 
of words or sentences constitutes a text and picture information constitutes an attached 
file (e.g., see page 4 paragraph 70). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have utilized the transmission 
information of Watanabe in the process of generating transmission information of Shirai- 
Brais because such transmission information would allow an electronic mail with an 
image attached thereto to be transmitted so that exchange of images via electronic mail 
can be carried out easily and at low cost (Watanabe, page 1 paragraph 10). 

Regarding claim 15, Shirai-Brais does not explicitly teach transmission 
information as claimed. 

Watanabe teaches transmission information is created so that said at least one 
of words or sentences constitutes a text and picture information constitutes an attached 
file (e.g., see page 4 paragraph 70). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have utilized the transmission 
information of Watanabe in the process of generating transmission information of Shirai- 
Brais because such transmission information would allow an electronic mail with an 
image attached thereto to be transmitted so that exchange of images via electronic mail 
can be carried out easily and at low cost (Watanabe, page 1 paragraph 10). 

Regarding claim 18, Shirai-Brais does not explicitly teach transmission 
information as claimed. 



* 
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Watanabe teaches transmission information is created so that said at least one 
of words or sentences constitutes a text and picture information constitutes an attached 
file (e.g., see page 4 paragraph 70). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have utilized the transmission 
information of Watanabe in the process of generating transmission information of Shirai- 
Brais because such transmission information would allow an electronic mail with an 
image attached thereto to be transmitted so that exchange of images via electronic mail 
can be carried out easily and at low cost (Watanabe, page 1 paragraph 10). 



Response to Arguments 



3. Applicant's arguments filed 03/04/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In the remarks, applicants argued in substance that: 

(A) Prior Art fails to teach, "wherein said transmission information is created 
when said predetermined file is selected in a batch operation". 

As to point (A), Shirai does teach wherein said transmission information is 
created when said predetermined file is selected in a batch operation (i.e., when the file 
to be attached is selected, an attached file is automatically generated on the basis of 
the selected files) [page 4 paragraph 76 and page 6 paragraph 116] 
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(B) Prior Art fail to teach a memory means for storing said picture and said at 
least one of words or sentences as a file of said picture, said at least one of words or 
sentences being stored at a predetermined position in the file of said picture. 

As to point (B), Brais does teaches a memory means for storing said picture and 
said at least one of words or sentences as a file of said picture, said at least one of 
words or sentences being stored at a predetermined position in the file of said picture 
(i.e., the text and digitized images are inserted in chronological order into a word 
processing document and saved as a file) [col. 5 lines 28-29 and 65-67, and col. 1 1 
lines 42-44] 

As a result, the cited prior art does disclose picture-information transmission 
apparatus and method as broadly claimed by the applicants. Applicants clearly have still 
failed to identify specific claim limitations that would define a clearly patentable 
distinction over prior art. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Oanh L. Duong whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3983. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 8:00AM - 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



O.D 

April 4, 2005 



KQSA1N ALAM 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



